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Statement of Purpose
The purpose of this report is to discuss the design of the Capstone Journal of Educational Technology or aka CJET.   It is divided into the teams and their part in the design of the website.  This report should aid in the future construction of the website.  It also allows all members of the “TEAM 1” to know what each team is doing and how the each team is progressing.
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Technical Crew


The use of standards set up by the technical team will ensure that all pages are submitted in a predetermined format and this will increase productivity of the group and lead to a better website in the end. 


The technical team would like to set the following guidelines to submitting web pages for uploading to the final site:

1. Use Microsoft FrontPage as a base program for all work.  You do not need to use any type of formatting as this will be completed using cascading style sheets. If a group member does not have access to Microsoft FrontPage then they should submit work as a Microsoft Word file without any formatting and the technical group will transfer it into a HTML file.

2. The technical team will need at least 5 days to get a page up and running correctly as there are often problems while getting a site uploaded.  

3. We ask that all pictures are JPEG’s and that you consult us before submitting any other type of file to make sure that we can work with it. 


The technical team will be using several software programs to build the website and upload it to the servers. We will use Microsoft FrontPage to do general alterations and tasks on the website and we will use HTML coding to fix any problems that Microsoft FrontPage might not be able to deal with. There is a chance that we might use Java to add effects to the website and for usability. Pictures will be edited using Adobe Photoshop and we will also use Microsoft Word to convert any files that are sent to us by group members.

CSS Design Report

The Cascading Style Sheet team plays a major role in the construction phase by developing the overall look and feel of the site. We hold the following specific duties to use cascading style sheets to achieve visual design and layout:

1. External style sheets will be used to control the design of the site. Since most pages will be utilizing the same style, it is more advantageous to use external style sheets to define common design elements. 

2. The Tech team will be using the University of Alabama’s Template 2 to assist in the coding of the website. This template currently contains an internal style sheet that controls the following properties: 

a. Body background color:  Light or warm grey (#eeeeee)

b. Main text font: Times New Roman, Times, and Serif. Three font types are listed in case the browser assessing the site does not have the capability to view one or more of the fonts.


c. Header text font: Verdana, Arial, and then Helvetica. 
d. Main text color:  Black (#000000)

e. Header text style and color: Bold, Black (#000000)

f. Background color: All background color for the main section of the site uses pure white (#ffffff).

g. Font size for text and headers: Headers and text use 1em and 0.8em as the font size.

h. Border width: The border surrounding the outside of the main section using the “thin” property.

i. Border color: UA crimson (#990000)

j. Border style: The border surrounding the outside of the main section using the “solid” property.

k. Link text color and style: The links use crimson (#990000), the visited links use dark blue (#003366), the active links use maroon (#660000), and the hovered links use white (#ffffff). All text-decoration properties have been set to none. Therefore, the links will not be underlined.

l. Link background color: The background colors for the hovered links are crimson (#990000) and warm grey (#eeeeee).

3. The Layout and CSS teams has decided to alter several aspects of the internal style sheet and include many properties that are not specified in the template:

a. The internal style sheet utilized by the template will be transferred into an external style sheet.

b. Main text font and size:  Georgia, 12pt

c. Header text font, size, style:  Verdana, 14pt, Bold

d. Border positioning:  The grey border’s width will be decreased to correspond with the storyboard provided by the Layout team. 

e. The lower navigation system will use cascading style sheets for the letter spacing and word spacing.

f. Any words or phrases that require emphasis will use the font-weight (bold) and font-style (italicize) properties.

g. The Reports page will utilize the line spacing property to determine the spacing between the Word document links.

h. The text align property will be used to center, left align, or right align text.

i. The Denny Chimes picture, which will be inserted on the home page of the journal, will be positioned in the correct location using CSS. Any additional graphics inserted during the construction phase, such as all webpage headings, will also be positioned using CSS.

j. An external style sheet will be created for the Staff page in order to ensure consistency with the other sections of the journal.

4. The UA Template 2 contains tables for the positioning of its navigation systems. In order to comply with the Section 508 Accessibility standards, these tables must be eliminated and positioned using style sheets. The following properties will be used to alter the location of the text and graphics using CSS: bottom, clip, left, overflow, position, right, top, and vertical-align.

As the site is developed the CSS team will use the W3C CSS Validator to ensure we are complying with W3C’s CSS standards. Additionally, this will inform us of any properties that are not functioning correctly. This will be used in conjunction with the Accessibility team, who will also be responsible for ensuring the cascading style sheets are Section 508 accessible
Accessibility Design Report

1) During the construction phase, the Accessibility Team will be responsible for distributing CJET’s Priority 1 accessibility guidelines to various teams and editors.  The teams responsible for implementing each of the guidelines are outlined in this report.

2) In addition to distributing the guidelines, the Accessibility Team will distribute implementation techniques to the various crews.

3) As each part of the journal becomes available, the Accessibility Team will review the pages and provide critique to the editors and crews for corrections that must be made to meet the accessibility guidelines.

4) Listed below are the guidelines and implementation techniques that will be distributed to each team:


LAYOUT EDITORS:

· Guideline - Ensure that all information conveyed with color is also available      without color, for example from context or markup.

Technique - Ensure that information is available through other style effects (e.g., a font effect) and through context (e.g., comprehensive text links).

· 
Guideline - For data tables, identify row and column headers. 

· 
Guideline - For data tables that have two or more logical levels of row or column 
headers, use markup to associate data cells and header cells. 


Technique - Identify structural groups of rows (THEAD for repeated table 
headers, TFOOT for repeated table footers, and TBODY for other groups of rows) 
and groups of columns (COLGROUP and COL). Label table elements with the 
"scope", "headers", and "axis" attributes so that future browsers and assistive 
technologies will be able to select data from a table by filtering on categories. Do 
not use PRE to create a tabular layout of text -- use the TABLE element so that 
assistive technologies may recognize that it is a table. 

· 
Guideline - Until user agents allow users to control flickering, avoid causing the 
screen to flicker. 

Technique - A flickering or flashing screen may cause seizures in users with photosensitive epilepsy and content developers should thus avoid causing the screen to flicker. Seizures can be triggered by flickering or flashing in the 4 to 59 flashes per second (Hertz) range with a peak sensitivity at 20 flashes per second as well as quick changes from dark to light (like strobe lights).


CONTENT CREW/EDITORS:

· Guideline - Use the clearest and simplest language appropriate for a site's content.

Technique - Use informative headings so that users can scan a page quickly for information rather than reading it in detail.  State the topic of the sentence or paragraph at the beginning of the sentence or paragraph (this is called "front-loading"). This will help both people who are skimming visually, but also people who use speech synthesizers.  Limit each paragraph to one main idea. Avoid slang, jargon, and specialized meanings of familiar words, unless defined within your document.  Favor words that are commonly used.  For example, use "begin" rather 
than "commence" or use "try" rather than "endeavor."  Use active rather than 
passive verbs.  Avoid complex sentence structures. 


TECHNICAL TEAM:

· 
Guideline - Ensure that all information conveyed with color is also available without color, for example from context or markup.


Technique - Ensure that information is available through other style effects (e.g., 
a font effect) and through context (e.g., comprehensive text links).

· 
Guideline - Clearly identify changes in the natural language of a document's text 
and any text equivalents (e.g., captions).


Technique - If you use a number of different languages on a page, make sure that 
any changes in language are clearly identified by using the "lang" attribute:


Example:  <P>And with a certain <SPAN lang="fr">je ne sais 



quoi</SPAN>, she entered both the room, and his life, 


forever. <Q>My name is Natasha,</Q> she said. <Q 


lang="it">Piacere,</Q> he replied in impeccable 


Italian, locking the door.
· 
Guideline - For data tables, identify row and column headers. 

· 
Guideline - For data tables that have two or more logical levels of row or column 
headers, use markup to associate data cells and header cells. 


Technique - Identify structural groups of rows (THEAD for repeated table 
headers, TFOOT for repeated table footers, and TBODY for other groups of rows) 
and groups of columns (COLGROUP and COL). Label table elements with the 
"scope", "headers", and "axis" attributes so that future browsers and assistive 


technologies will be able to select data from a table by filtering on categories. Do 
not use PRE to create a tabular layout of text -- use the TABLE element so that 
assistive technologies may recognize that it is a table. 

· 
Guideline - Organize documents so they may be read without style sheets. For 
example, when an HTML document is rendered without associated style sheets, it 
must still be possible to read the document.

Technique - Provide a text equivalent for any important image or text generated by style sheets (e.g., via the 'background-image', 'list-style', or 'content' properties).  Ensure that important content appears in the document object. Text generated by style sheets is not part of the document source and will not be available to assistive technologies that access content through the Document Object Model Level 1 ([[DOM1]). 

CSS TEAM:

· 
Guideline - Ensure that all information conveyed with color is also available without color, for example from context or markup.


Technique - Ensure that information is available through other style effects (e.g., 
a font effect) and through context (e.g., comprehensive text links).

· 
Guideline - Organize documents so they may be read without style sheets. For 
example, when an HTML document is rendered without associated style sheets, it 
must still be possible to read the document.

Technique -Provide a text equivalent for any important image or text generated by style sheets (e.g., via the 'background-image', 'list-style', or 'content' properties).  Ensure that important content appears in the document object. Text generated by style sheets is not part of the document source and will not be available to assistive technologies that access content through the Document Object Model Level 1 ([[DOM1]). Use these CSS properties to specify border styles:

· 'border', 'border-width', 'border-style', 'border-color'. 

· 'border-spacing' and 'border-collapse' for tables. 

· 'outline, 'outline-color', 'outline-style', and 'outline-width' for dynamic outlines. 

Appendix 1: Details 

We, the Details Team, feel that we are a very important part of the construction of the CJET Advanced Web Design Journal.  As far as the design of the website goes, we believe the completion of our assigned responsibilities will contribute a great deal to the success of the online journal.  The Details Team’s responsibilities, as we see them, are as follows: 

1. Biographies

2. Frequently Asked Questions

3. Mission Statement

4. Privacy Policy

5. Related Links

6. Contact Us

7. Terms of Use

It is important to state that the Details team is not responsible for any of the construction of the aforementioned sections, but that we are only responsible for the content of these sections.  We will work with the Editors to get approval for content, the Layout team to determine the layout and design of the sections, and the Technical team on the construction.  As the construction of the website gets underway, the Details team, together with the Editors, will also search for additional overlooked tasks that may need to be completed and we will assign different resources to complete those tasks, which may include taking on more tasks of our own.  And as always, we will consistently submit our work to the rest of Team 1 so that they may offer suggestions, alterations, and/or approval.  We believe this journal to be a team effort and we emphasize and support all contributions to our assigned responsibilities.  

